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LITTLE  JACK. 


THERE  was  once  a  poor  lame  old  man 
that  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  wild  unculti- 
vated moor  in  the  north  of  England. — 
He  had  formerly  been  a  soldier,  and  had 
almost  lost  the  use  of  one  leg  by  a  wound 
he  had  received  in  battle,  when  he  was 
fighting  against  the  enemies  of  his  coun- 
try. This  poor  man,  when  he  found 
himself  thus  disabled,  built  a  little  hut 
of  clay,  which  he  covered  with  turf  dug 
from  the  common.  He  had  a  small 
piece  of  ground  which  he  cultivated  with 
his  own  hands  ;  and  which  supplied  him 
with  potatoes  and  vegetables.  Besides 
this,  he  sometimes  gained  a  few  half- 
pence by  opening  a  gate  for  travellers, 
which  stood  near  his  house.  What  he 
earned,  was,  however,  enough  to  pur- 
chase clothes;  and  the  few  necessaries 
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he  wanted.  But  though  poor,  he  was 
strictly  honest,  and  never  failed  night 
and  morning  to  address  his  prayers  to 
God ;  by  which  means  he  was  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him,  much  more  than 
many  who  were  superior  to  him  in  rank 
and  fortune.  This  old  man  had  one  do- 
mestic. In  his  walks  over  the  common, 
he  one  day  found  a  little  kid  that  had 
lost  it  mother,  and  was  almost  famish- 
ed with  hunger  :  he  took  it  home  to  his 
cottage,  fed  it  with  the  produce  of  his 
garden,  and  nursed  it  till  it  grew  strong 
and  vigorous.  Little  Nan,  (for  that  was 
the  name  he  gave  it)  returned  his  cares 
with  gratitude,  and  became  as  much  at- 
tached to  him  as  a  clog.  AH  day  she 
browsed  upon  the  herbage  that  grew 
around  Ms  hut,  and  at  night  reposed 
upon  the  same  bed  of  straw  with  her 
master.  Frequently  did  she  divert  him 
with  her  innocent  tricks  and  gambols, 
The  old  man  often  beheld  her  with  sv 
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lent  joy,  and  in  the  iimocqnt  effusions  of 
his  heart,  would  lift  his  hands  to  heaven, 
and  thank  the  Deity,  that,  even  in  the 
midst  of  poverty  and  distress,  had  raised 
him  up  one  faithful  friend. 

One  night,  in  the  beginning  of  winter, 
the  old  man  thought  lie  heard  the  feeble 
cries  and  lamentations  of  a  child.  As  he 
was  naturally  charitable,  he  arose  and 
struck  a  light,  and  going  out  of  his  cot- 
tage, examined  it  on  every  side.  It  was 
not  long  before  he  discerned  an  infant, 
which  had  probably  been  dropped  by 
some  strolling  beggar  or  gipsey.  The 
old  man  stood  amazed  at  the  sight,  and 
knew  not  what  to  do.  Shall  I,  said  he, 
who  find  it  so  difficult  to  live  at  present, 
incurnber  myself  with  the  care  of  an 
helpless  infant,  that  will  not  for  many 
years  be  capable  of  contributing  to  its 
own  subsistence  ?  And  yet,  added  he, 
softening  with  pity,  can  I  deny  assistance 
to  a  human  being  still  more  miserable 
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than  myself  ?  At  least  let  me  give  it  food 
and  lodging  for  this  night;  for  without  I 
receive  it  into  my  cottage,  the  poor  aban- 
doned wretch  must  perish  with  cold  be- 
fore the  morning.  Saying  this,  he  took 
it  up  in  his  arms,  and  perceived  it  was  a 
fine  healthy  boy,  though  covered  with 
rags  ;  the  little  foundling  too  seemed  to 
be  sensible  of  his  kindness,  and  smiling 
in  his  face,  stretched  out  his  little  arm, 
as  if  to  embrace  his  benefactor. 

"When  he  had  brought  it  into  his  hut? 
he  began  to  be  extremely  embarrassed 
how  to  procure  it  food  :  but  looking  at 
Nan,  he  recollected  that  she  had  lost  her 
kid,  and  saw  her  udder  distended  with 
milk:  he  therefore  called  her  to  him,  and 
presenting  the  child  to  the  teat,  was  over- 
joyed to  find  that  it  sucked  as  naturally  as 
if  it  had  really  found  a  mother.  The 
goat  too  seemed  to  receive  pleasure  from 
the  efforts  of  the  child,  and  submitted 
without  opposition  to  discharge  the  du- 
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ties  of  anurse.  Contented  with  this  ex- 
periment, the  old  man  wrapt  the  child 
up  as  warmly  as  he  could,  and  stretched 
himself  out  to  rest,  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  done  a  humane  action. 
Early  the  next  morning  he  was  awaken- 
ed by  the  cries  of  the  child  for  food, 
which,  with  the  assistance  of  his  faithful 
Nan,  he  suckled  as  he  had  done  the  night 
before.  Who  knows,  said  he,  but  Provi- 
dence, which  has  preserved  this  child  in 
st)  wonderful  a  manner,  may  have  des- 
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tined  it  to  something  equally  wonderful 
iii  its  future  life  ;  and  may  bless  me  as 
the  humble  agent  of  its  decrees  ?  At  least, 
as  he  grows  bigger,  he  will  be  a  pleasure 
and  comfort  to  me,  in  this  lonely  cabin, 
and  will  assist  in  cutting  turf  for  fuel, 
and  cultivating  the  garden.  From  this 
time  he  became  more  and  more  attach- 
ed to  the  little  foundling,  who,  in  a  short 
time,  learned  to  consider  the  old  man  as 
a  parent,  and  delighted  him  with  its  in- 
nocent caresses.  Gentle  Nanny  too, 
the  goat,  seemed  to  adopt  him  with 
equal  tenderness  as  her  offspring.  She 
would  stretch  herself  out  upon  the 
ground,  while  he  crawled  upon  his  hands 
and  knees  towards  her ;  and  when  he 
had  satisfied  his  hunger  by  sucking,  he 
wrould  nestle  between  her  legs,  and  go 
to  sleep  in  her  bosom. 

It  was  wonderful  to  see  how  this 
child,  thus  left  to  nature,  increased  in 
strength  and  vigour.  In  a  short  time  lit- 
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tie  Jack  was  completely  master  of  his 
legs,  and  as  the  summer  came  on,  attend- 
ed his  mamma,  the  goat,  upon  the  com- 
mon, and  used  to  play  with  her  for  hours 
together.  As  to  his  clothing,  Jack  was 
not  much  encumbered  with  it ;  he  had 
neither  shoes,  nor  stockings,  oor  shirt ; 
but  the  weather  was  warm,  and  Jack 
made  himself  so  much  the  lighter  for 
every  kind  of  exercise.  In  a  short  time 
after  this,  Jack  began  to  imitate  the 
sound  of  his  papa,  the  man,  and  his 
mamma,  the  goat,  nor  was  it  long  be- 
fore he  learned  to  speak  articulately. — 
The  old  man,  delighted  with  this  first 
dawn  of  reason,  used  to  place  him  upon 
his  knee,  and  converse  with  hirn  for 
hours  together,  while  the  pottage  was 
slowly  boiling  amid  the  embers  of  a  turf- 
fire.  As  he  grew  bigger,  Jack  became 
of  considerable  use  to  his  father ;  he 
could  trust  him  to  look  after  the  gate,  and 
open  it  during  his  absence ;  and,  as  to 
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the  cookery  of  the  family,  it  was  not 
long  before  Jaek  was  a  complete  profi- 
cient. During  the  winter  nights,  the  old 
man  used  to  entertain  him  with  stories 
of  what  he  had  seen  during  his  yotitlr  ; 
the  battles  and  sieges  he  had  been  wit- 
ness to,  and  the  hardships  he  had  under- 
gone ;  but  what  delighted  him  beyond 
measure  was  to  see  daddy  shoulder  his 
crutch,  instead  of  a  musket,  and  give  the 
word  of  command.  To  the  right — to  the 
left — present — fire— march— halt— All 
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this  was  familiar  to  Jack's  ear  so  soon  as 
he  could  speak,  and  before  he  was  six 
years  old,  li£  poised  and  presented  a 
broomstick,  which  his  daddy  gave  him 
far  that  purpose,  with  as  good  a  grace  as 
any  soldier  of  his  age. 

The  old  man  too  instructed  him  in 
such  plain  and  simple  morals  and  religion, 
as  he  was  able  to  explain.  "  Never  tell 
an  untruth,  Jack,"  said  he,  "even  though 
you  were  to  be  flayed  alive  ;  a  soldier 
never  lies." — Jack  held  up  his  head, 
marched  across  the  floor,  and  promised 
his  daddy  he  would  always  tell  the  truth 
like  a  soldier  But  the  old  man,  as  he 
was  something  of  a  scholar,  had  a  great 
ambition  that  his  darling  should  learn  to 
read  and  write ;  and  this  was  a  work  of 
some  difficulty,  for  he  had  neither  printed 
book,  nor  pens,  nor  paper  in  his  cabin. 
Industry,  however,  enables  us  to  over- 
come difficulties :  In  the  summer  time, 
as  the  old  man  sat  before  his  cottage,  he 
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would  draw  letters  in  the  sand,  and 
taught  Jack  to  name  them  singly,  until  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  whole  alphabet. 
He  then  proceeded  to  syllables,  and  after 
that  to  words  ;  all  which  his  little  pupil 
learned  to  pronounce  with  great  facility. 
About  this  time,  the  poor  goat  which 
had  nursed  Jack  so  faithfully,  grew  ill, 
and  died.  He  tended  her  with  the  great- 
est affection  and  assiduity  during  her  ill- 
ness, brought  her  the  freshest  herbs  for 
food,  and  would  frequently  support  her 
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iiead  for  hours  together  upon  his  bosom. 
But  it  was  all  in  vain ;  he  lost  his  poor 
mammy,  as  he  used  to  call  her,  and  was 
for  some  time  inconsolable.     The  poor 
goat  was  buried  in  the  old  man's  garden, 
and  thither  little  Jack  would  often  come  • 
and  call  upon  his  poor  mammy  Nan,  and 
ask  her  why  she  left  him  ?     One  day,  as 
he  was  thus  employed,  a  lady  happened 
to  come  by  in  a  carriage,  and  overheard 
him  before  he  was  aware.  Jack  ran  in  an 
instant  to  open  the  gate ;  but   the   lady 
stopped,  and  asked  him  who  he  was  be- 
moaning so  pitifully,  and  calling  upon. 
Jack  answered,  that  it  was  his  poor  mam- 
my that   was  buried   in  the   garden. — 
"  How  did  your  mammy  get  her  living  ?" 
said  she — "  She  used  to  graze  here  upon 
the  common  all  day   long,"   said   Jack. 
The  lady  was  still  more  astonished  ;  but 
the  old  man  came  out  of  his  hut,  and  ex- 
plained the  whole  affair  to  her,    which 
surprised  her  very  much ;  for  though  this 
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lady  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  world, 
and  had  read  a  great  variety  of  books,  it 
had  never  once  entered  into  her  head  ,  that 
a  child  might  grow  strong  and  vigorous 
by  sucking  a  goat  instead  of  sucking  pap. 
•  She  therefore  looked  at  Jack  with 
amazement,  admired  his  brown  but  ani- 
mated face,  and  praised  his  shape  and  ac- 
tivity. "  Will  you  go  with  me,  little  boy," 
said  she,  "  and  I  will  take  care  of  you,  if 
you  behave  well."  "No,"  said  Jack, 
"  I  must  stay  with  daddy ;  he  has  taken 
care  of  me  for  many  years,  aaid  now  I 
must  take  care  of  him."  The  lady  was 
not  displeased  with  Jack's  answer,  and 
putting  her  hand  in  her  pocket,  gave  him 
half  a  crown  to  buy  him  shoes  and  stock- 
ings, and  pursued  her  journey. 

Jack  was  not  unacquainted  with  the 
use  of  money,  as  he  had  been  often  sent 
to  the  next  village  to  purchase  bread  and 
necessaries;  but  he  was  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  shoes  and  stock- 
ings, which  he  had  never  worn  in  his  life. 
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or  felt  the  want  of.  The  next  day  how- 
ever, the  old  man  made  him  run  to  town, 
and  lay  out  his  money  as  the  lady  had 
desired.  It  was  not  long  before  Jack  re- 
turned, but  the  old  man  was  much  sur- 
prised to  see  him  come  back  as  he  went 
out.  "  Hey,  Jack  !"  said  he,  "  where 
are  the  shoes  and  stockings  which 
you  were  to  purchase  ?"  "  Daddy," 
answered  Jack,  "  I  went  to  the  shop, 
and  just  tried  a  pair  for  sport,  but  I  found 
them  so  cumbersome  that  I  could  not 
walk,  and  I  would  not  wear  such  things, 
even  if  the  lady  would  give  me  another 
half  crown  for  doing  it,  so  I  laid  out  the 
money  in  a  warm  jacket  for  you,  for  the 
winter  is  coming  on,  and  you  seem  to  be 
more  afraid  of  the  cold  than  formerly." 
Many  such  instances  of  conduct  did 
Jack  display,  from  which  it  was  easy  to 
perceive,  that  he  had  an  excellent  soul 
and  generous  temper.  One  day,  that 
he  had  been  sent  to  the  village,  he  return- 
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ed  with  his  eyes  black,  and  his  face 
swelled  to  a  frightful  size.  "  What  have 
you  been  doing  now,  Jack,"  said  the 
old  man.  "  Only  fighting  with  Dick 
the  butcher."  u  You  rogue,"  said  the 
old  man,  "  he  is  twice  as  big  as  you  are. 
and  the  best  fighter  in  all  the  country." 
-  What  does  that  signify,"  said  Jack, 
"  he  called  you  an  old  beggarman  :  now 
you  know,  daddy,  that  you  are  not  a 
beggarman,  but  a  soldier." 

In  this  spirited  manner  lived  little 
Jack,  until  he  was  twelve  years  old  ;  at 
this  time  his  poor  daddy  fell  sick,  and 
became  incapable  of  moving  about.  Jack 
did  every  thing  he  could  think  of  for  the 
poor  old  man:  he  made  him  broths,  he 
fed  him  with  his  own  hands,  he  watched 
whole  nights  by  his  bed-side,  supporting 
his  head,  and  helping  him  when  he  want- 
ed to  move.  But  it  was  all  in  vain  ;  his 
poor  daddy  grew  daily  worse,  and  per- 
ceived it  to  be  impossible  that  he  should 


recover.  He  one  day  therefore  called 
little  Jack  to  his  bed-side,  and  pressing 
his  hand  affectionately,  told  him  he  Avas 
just  going  to  die.  Jack  burst  into  a  flood 
of  tears  at  this  information.  But  his 
daddy  desired  him  to  compose  himself^ 
and  attend  to  the  last  advice  he  should 
be  able  to  give  him.  "  I  have  lived,"  said 
the  old  man  "  a  great  many  years  in  pov- 
erty. I  have  Avoided  perhaps,  many 
faults,  and  many  uneasinesses,  which  I 
should  have  incurred,  had  I  been  in  an- 
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other  situation  ;  and  though  I  hau 
wanted  a  meal,  and  always  fared  hard, 
1  have  enjoyed  as  much  health  and  life 
as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  my  betters. 
I  am  going  to  die  ;  I  feel  it  in  every  part ; 
the  breath  will  soon  be  out  of  my  body, 
then  1  shall  be  put  in  the  ground,  and 
the  worms  will  eat  your  poor  old  daddy/" 
At  this  Jack  renewed  his  tears  and  sob- 
bings, for  he  was  unable  to  restrain  them. 
But  the  old  man  said,  "  have  patience, 
my  child,  though  I  should  leave  this 
world,  as  I  have  always  been  strictly  hon- 
est and  endeavoured  to  do  my  duty,  I  do 
not  doubt,  but  God  will  pity  me,  and  con- 
vey me  to  a  better  place ;  where  I  shall 
be  happier  than  I  have  ever  been  here. 
This  is  what  I  have  always  taught  you, 
and  this  belief  gives  me  the  greatest 
comfort  in  my  last  moments.  As  soon 
as  I  am  dead,  you  must  go  to  the  next 
village  and  inform  the  people,  that  they 
may  conae  and  bury  me.  You  must 
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then  endeavour  to  get  into  service,  and 
work  for  your  living  ;  and  if  you  are 
strictly  honest  and  sober,  I  do  not  doubt 
you  will  find  a  livelihood,  and  that  God, 
who  is  the  common  father  of  all,  will 
protect  and  bless  you.  Adieu,  my  child, 
I  grow  fainter  and  fainter ;  never  forget 
your  poor  old  daddy,  nor  the  example 
he  has  set  you  5  but,  in  every  situation 
of  life,  discharge  your  duty,  and  live 
like  a  soldierj  and  a  Christian." — When 
the  old  man  had  with  difficulty  deliver- 
ed these  last  instructions,  his  voice  en- 
tirely failed  him,  his  limbs  grew  cold 
and  stiff,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  expired 
without  a  groan. 

Little  Jack,  who  hung  crying  over 
his  daddy,  called  for  him  in  vain,  in  vain 
he  endeavoured  to  revive  him ;  and 
weeping  bitterly,  he  drest  himself,  and 
went  to  the  village  as  he  had  been  order- 
ed.^ 

The  poor  little  boy  was  thus  left  des- 
titute, and  knew  not  what  to  do  ;  but 
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one  of  the  farmers,  who  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  him  before,  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  house,  and  give  him 
his  victuals,  for  a  few  months,  till  he 
could  find  a  service.  Jack  thankfully 
accepted  the  offer,  and  served  him  faith- 
fully for  several  months.  But,  unfortu- 
nately for  Jack,  this  good-natured  far- 
mer contracted  a  fever,  by  over-heating 
himself  in  the  harvest,  and  died  in  the 
beginning  of  winter.  His  wife  was 
therefore  obliged  to  discharge  her  ser- 
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vants,  and  Jack  was  again  turned  loose 
upon  the  world,  with  only  his  clothes, 
and  a  shilling  in  his  pocket,  which  his 
kind  mistress  had  made  him  a  present 
of.  He  therefore  set  out  upon  his  tra- 
vels, walking  all  day,  and  inquiring  at 
every  farm-house  for  work.  But  in  this 
attempt  he  was  unfortunate,  for  nobody 
chose  to  employ  a  stranger.  While  he 
was  thus  wandering  about,  he  saw  at 
some  distance  a  great  light,  that  seemed 
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to  come  from  a  prodigious  fire.  Jack 
did  not  know  what  it  could  be ;  but  in 
his  present  situation,  he  thought  a  fire 
no  disagreeable  object,  and  therefore 
determined  to  approach  it.  When  he 
came  nearer  he  saw  a  large  building, 
which  seemed  to  spout  fire  and  smoke 
at  several  openings,  and  heard  an  inces- 
sant noise  of  blows  and  rattling  of 
chains.  Jack,  a  little  frighted,  crept 
cautiously  on  to  the  building,  and  look- 
ing through  a  chink,  discovered  several 
men  and  boys  employed  in  blowing  fires 
and  hammering  burning  masses  of 
iron.  Finding  a  door  half  open,  he 
ventured  in,  and  placed  himself  as  near 
as  he  dared  to  one  of  the  flaming  furna- 
ces. It  was  not  long  before  he  was 
discovered  by  one  of  the  workmen  who 
asked  him  roughly,  what  business  he 
had  there  ?  Jack  answered  with  great 
humility,  that  he  was  a  poor  boy,  look- 
ing out  for  work 5  that  he  had  got  no  food 
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all  day,  and  was  wet  to  the  skin  \vitji 
the  rain.  The  man  on  hearing  this, 
permitted  him  to  stay  by  the  fire,  and 
gave  him  some  broken  victuals  for  his 
supper.  After  this,  he  laid  himself 
down  in  a  corner,  and  slept  without  dis- 
turbance till  morning.  He  was  scarcely 
awake  next  day,  when  the  master  of  the 
forge  came  in  to  overlook  his  men,  \\lio 
finding  Jack,  and  hearing  IKS  story,  be- 
gan to  reproach  him  as  a  lazy  vagabond, 
and  asked  him  why  he  did  not  work 
for  his  living.  Jack  assured  him  there 
was  nothing  he  so  earnestly  desired. 
Well,  my  boy,  said  the  master,  if  this  is 
true,  you  shall  be  tried  :  nobody  need 
be  idle  here  ;  so  calling  his  foreman, 
he  ordered  him  to  set  that  lad  to  work, 
and  pay  him  in  proportion  to  his  deserts. 
Jack  now  thought  himself  completely 
happy,  and  worked  with  so  much  assidu- 
ity, that  he  soon  gained  a  comfortable 
livelihood,  and  acquired  the  esteem  of 
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iiis  master.  But  unfortunately,  he  was 
a  little  too  unreserved  in  his  conver- 
sation, and  communicated  the  story  of 
his  former  life  and  education.  This 
was  great  matter  of  diversion  to  all  the 
other  boys  of  the  forge  ;  who,  whenever 
they  were  inclined  to  be  merry,  would 
^all  him  little  Jack  the  beggar-boy,  and 
Jmitate  the  baaing, of  a  goat. 

It  happened  one  day  that  a  large  com- 
pany of  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  intro- 
duced to  see  the  works.  While  they 
u  ere  busy  m  viewing  the  different  pro- 
cesses, they  were  alarmed  with  a  sudden 
noise  of  discord,  which  broke  out  on  the 
other  side  of  the  building:  and  the  mas- 

o 

ter  enquiring  into  the  cause,  was  told  thai, 
it  was  only  little  Jack  who  was  fighting 
with  Tom  the  collier.  At  this,  the  mas- 
ter cried  out  in  a  passion,  "there  is  no 
peace  to  be  expected  in  the  place,  while 
that  little  rascal  is  employed  ;  send  him 
to  me,  and  I  will  instantly  discharge 
c 
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him." — At  this  moment  Jack  appeared,, 
all  covered  with  blood  and  dirt.  "  Is  this 
the  reward,"  said  his  master,  "you  little 
audacious  vagabond,  of  all  my  kindness  ? 
Can  you  never  refrain  a  single  instant 
from  broils  and  fighting  ?  But  I  am  deter- 
mined to  bear  it  no  longer;  and  there- 
fore, you  shall  never  from  this  hour,  do  a 
single  stroke  of  work  for  me." — Sir,  re- 
plied Jack,  with  great  humility,  but  yet 
with  firmness,  I  am  exceeding  sorry  to 
have  disobliged  you,  nor  have  I  ever  done 
it  willingly,  since  I  have  been  here ;  and 
if  the  other  boys  would  only  mind  their 
business  as  well  as  I  do,  and  not  molest 
me,  you  would  not  have  been  offended 
now.  That's  true,  indeed,  said  the  fore- 
man; I  must  do  little  Jack  the  justice  to 
say  that  there  is  not  a  more  honest,  sober, 
and  industrious  lad  about  the  place ;  and 
if  it  were  not  for  a  little  passion  and  fight- 
ing, I  don't  believe  there  wrould  be  his 
fellow  in  all  Englantf.  Well,  said  the 
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master  a  little  molified,  but  what  is  the 
cause  of  all  this  sudden  disturbance  ?  Sir, 
answered  Jack,  it  is  Tom  that  has  been 
abusing  me,  and  telling  me  that  my  fath- 
er was  a  beggar  man,  and  my  mother  a 
nanny  goat  5  and  when  I  desired  him  to 
be  quiet,  he  went  baaing  all  about  the 
house,  and  this  I  could  not  bear,  for  as  to 
my  poor  father,  he  was  an  honest  soldier, 
and  if  I  did  suck  a  goat,  she  was  the  best 
creature  in  the  world,  and  I  wont  hear 
her  abused  while  I  have  strength  in  my 
body. 

A  lady  who  was  in  company  seemed 
particularly  interested  about  little  Jack, 
and  when  she  heard  his  story,  said,  "This 
must  certainly  be  the  little  boy  who  open- 
ed a  gate  several  years  past  for  me  upon 
Norcot  Moor.  I  remember  being  struck 
with  his  appearance,  and  hearing  him  la- 
ment the  loss  of  the  goat  that  nursed 
him.  I  was  very  much  affected  with 
his  history,  and  since  he  deserves  so 
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good  a  character,  if  you  will  part  with 
him,  I  will  instantly  take  him  into  my 
service/'  Jack  was  then  called,  and  in- 
formed of  the  lady's  offer,  which  he  in- 
stantly accepted  with  the  greatest  readi- 
ness, and  received  immediate  directions 
to  go  to  her  house. 

Jack  was  now  in  a  new  sphere  of  life, 
His  face  washed,  his  hair  combed,  he 
was  clothed  afresh,  and  appeared  a  very 
smart  active  lad.  His  business  was,  to 
help  in  the  stable,  to  water  the  horses, 
to  clean  the  shoes,  to  perform  errands, 
and  to  do  all  the  jobs  of  the  family ;  and 
in  the  discharge  of  these  services,  he  soon 
gave  universal  satisfaction  ;  for.  speak 
font  kindly  to  him,-  and  call  him  a  little 
soldier,  and  Jack  was  at  every  one's  dis- 
posal. One  propensity  of  Jack's  which 
now  discovered  itself,  was  an  immode- 
rate love  of  horses.  Jack  was  never  tired 
with  rubbing  down  and  currying  them. 
All  the  operations  of  the  stable  were  in- 
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trusted  to  little  Jack,  nor  was  it  ever 
known  that  he  neglected  a  single  partic- 
ular. Jack  also  discovered  a  great  dis- 
position for  all  the  useful  and  mechanic 
arts*.  He  had  served  an  apprenticeship 
already  to  the  manufactory  of  iron,  and 
of  this  he  was  almost  as'  vain  as  being  a 
soldier.  As  he  began  to  extend  his 
knowledge  of  the  world,  he  sa\y  that 
nothing  could  be  done  without  iron. — 
*c  How  could  you  plough  the  ground," 
said  Jack ;  "  how  would  you  dig  your 
garden ;  wrould  you  even  light  a  fire., 
dress  a  dinner,  shoe  a  horse,  or  do  the 
least  thing  in  the  world,  if  we  workmen 
at  the  forge  did  not  take  the  trouble  of 
preparing  it  for  you  ?"  Thus  Jack  would 
sometimes  expatiate  upon  the  dignity  and 
importance  of  his  own  profession,  to  the 
great  admiration  of  all  the  other  servants. 
There  was  in  the  family  where  he  now 
lived,  a  young  gentleman,  the  nephew  of 
his  mistress,  who  had  lost  his  parents? 
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and  was  therefore  brought  up  by  his 
aunt.  As  Master  Willets  was  somethiiiL 
younger  than  Jack,  and  a  very  good  na- 
tured  boy,  he  soon  began  to  take  notice  of 
him,  and  be  much  diverted  with  his  com- 
pany. Jack.  indeed7  was  not  undeserv- 
ing this  attention  j  for  he  was  never 
heard  to-  swear,  or  express  himself  with 
any  indecency.  He  was  civil  and  re- 
spectful in  his  manners  to  all  his  superi- 
ors, and  uniformly  good-natured  to  hi- 
equals.  In  respect  to  the  animals  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  he  not  only  refrained 
from  using  them  ill,  but  was  never  tired 
with  doing  them  good  offices.  Added  to 
this,  he  was  sober,  temperate,  hardy,  ac- 
tive, and  ingenious,  and  despised  a  lie  as 
much  as  any  of  his  betters. 

Master  Willets  had  a  master  who  used 
,9  come  three  times  a  week  to  teach  him 
accounts,  and  writing,  and  geography. 
Jack  used  to  be  sometimes  in  the  room 
while  the  lessons  were  given?  and  listen- 
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ed  with  so  much  attention  to  all  that 
passed,  that  he  received  very  considera- 
ble advantage  for  his  own  improvement, 

He  had  now  a  little  money,  and  he 
laid  some  of  it  out  to  purchase  pens,  pa- 
per, and  a  slate,  with  which  at  night  ho- 
used to  imitate  every  thing  he  had  heard 
and  seen  in  the  day  ;  and  his  little  mas- 
ter, who  began  to  love  him  very  sincerely, 
when  lie  saw  him  so  desirous  of  improve- 
ment, contrived  to  have  him  generally  in 
the  room  while  he  was  receiving  instruc- 
tion himself. 

.In  this  manner  Jack  went  on  for  some 
years,  leading  a  life  very  agreeable  to 
himself,  and  discharging  his  duty  very 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  mistress. 
An  unlucky  accident  at  length  happened 
to  interrupt  his  tranquility.  A  young 
gentleman  came  down  to  visit  Master 
Wiliets,  who,  having  been  educated  in 
France,  and  among  genteel  people  in 
London,  had  a  very  great  taste  for  finery. 
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and  a  supreme  contempt  for  the  vulgar. 
His  dress  too  was  a  little  particular,  as 
well  as  his  manners ;  for  he  spent  half 
his  time  in  adjusting  his  head,  wore  a 
large  black  bag  tied  to  his  hair  behind, 
and  would  sometimes  strut  about  for  half 
an  hour  together  with  his  hat  under  his 
arm,  and  a  little  sword  by  his  side. — 
This  young  man  had  a  supreme  contempt 
for  all  the  vulgar,  which  he  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal ;  and  when  he  heard 
the  story  of  Jack's  birth  and  education, 
he  could  scarcely  bear  to  be  in  the  room 
with  him. 

It  happened  one  day,  after  Jack  had 
received  some  very  mortifying  usage 
from  this  young  gentleman,  that  as  he 
was  walking  along  the  road,  he  met  with 
a  show  man  who  was  returning  from  a 
neighbouring  fair,  with  some  wild  beasts 
in  a  cart.  Among  the  rest  was  a  mid- 
die  size  monkey,  who  was  not  under 
"over  like  the  rest,  and  played  so  many 
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antic  tricks,  and  made  so  many  laughable 
grimaces,  as  engaged  all  Jack's  attention, 
After  a  variety  of  questions,  the  show- 
man proposed  to  Jack  to  purchase  him 
for  half  a  crown.  Jack  could  not  resist 
the  temptation  of  being  master  of  such  a 
droll  diverting  animal,  and  therefore 
agreed  to  the  bargain.  But  when  he 
was  left  alone  with  his  purchase,  he  soon 
began  to  repent  his  haste,  and  knew  not 
how  to  dispose  of  him.  As  there  was 
however  no  remedy,  Jack  brought  him 
carefully  home,  and  confined  him  safe  in 
an  out-house,  which  was  not  applied  to 
any  use. — In  this  situation  he  kept  him 
several  days. 

Among  the  other  tricks  which  the 
monkey  had  been  taught  to  perform,  he 
would  rise  upon  his  hind  legs  at  the  word 
of  command,  and  bow  with  politeness  to 
the  company.  Jack,  who  had  found  out 
these  accomplishments  in  his  friend, 
could  not  resist  the  impulse  of  making 
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them  subservient  to  his  resentment.  He 
therefore,  one  day  procured  some  flour, 
with  which  he  powdered  his  monkey's 
head,  fixed  a  large  paper  bag  to  his  neck, 
put  an  old  hat  under  his  arm,  and  tied  a 
large  iron  skewrer  to  his  side,  instead  of  a 
sword;  and  thus  accoutred,  led  him 
about  with  infinite  satisfaction,  calling 
him  Moniseur,  and  jabbering  such  brok- 
en French  as  he  had  picked  up  from  the 
conversation  of  the  visitor.  It  happened 
unluckily  at  this  very  instant,  that  the 
young  gentleman  himself  passed  by,  and 
instantly  saw  the  intended  copy  of  him- 
self, and  all  the  malice  of  little  Jack ; 
who  was  leading  him  along,  and  calling 
to  him  to  hold  up  his  head,  and  look  like 
a  person  of  fashion.  Rage  instantly  took 
possession  of  his  mind,  and  drawing  his 
sword,  which  he  happened  to  have  on,  he 
without  consideration  ran  die  poor  mon- 
key through  with  a  sudden  thrust,  and 
laid  him  dead  upon  the  ground.  What 
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more  he  might  have  done  is  uncertain, 
for  Jack,  who  was  not  of  a  temper  to  see 
calmly  such  an  outrage  committed  upon 
an  animal  whom  he  considered  as  his 
friend,  flew  upon  him  like  a  fury,  and 
wresting  the  sword  out  of  his  hand,  broke 
it  into  twenty  pieces.  The  young  gen- 
tleman himself  received  a  fall  in  the  scuf- 
fle, which  though  it  did  him  no  material 
damage,  daubed  all  his  clothes,  and  total- 
ly spoiled  the  whole  arrangement  of  his 
dress.  At  this  instant,  the  lady  herself 
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who  had  heard  the  noise  came  down,  and 
the  violence  of  poor  Jack  was  too  appa- 
rent to  be  excused.  Jack,  indeed,  wa- 
submissive  to  his  mistress,  wjiom  he  was 
very  sorry  to  have  offended  ;  but  when 
he  was  ordered  to  make  concessions  to 
the  young  gentleman,  as  the  only  condi- 
tions on  which  he  could  be  kept  in  the 
family,  he  absolutely  refused.  This  un- 
fortunate obstinacy  of  Jack's  was  the  oc- 
casion of  his  being  discharged,  very  much 
to  the  regret  of  the  lady  herself,  and  still 
more  to  that  of  Master  Willets.  Jack 
therefore  packed  up  his  clothes  in  a  little 
bundle,  shook  all  his  fellow  servants  by 
the  hand,  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  his 
kind  master,  and  once  more  sallied  out 
upon  liis  travels. 

He  had  not  walked  far  before  he  came 
to  a  town,  where  a  party  of  soldiers  were 
beating  up  for  volunteers.  Jack  min- 
gled with  the  crowd  that  surrounded  the 
recruiting  serjeant,  and  listening  with 
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pleasure  to  the  pleasing  and  heart-enliv- 
ning  sound  of  the  fifes  and  drums  ;  nor 
could  he  help  mechanically  holding  up 
his  head,  and  stepping  forward  with  an 
air  that  shewed  the  trade  was  not  entire- 
ly new  to  him.  The  serjcant  soon  took 
notice  of  these  gestures,  and  seeing  him 
a  strong  likely  lad,  came  up  to  him,  clap- 
ped him  upon  the  back,  and  asked  him 
if  he  would  enlist.  Jack  made  no  ans- 
wer to  this,  but  by  instantly  poizing  his 
stick,  cocking  his  hat  fiercely,  and  going 
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though  the  manual  exercise.  Prodi- 
gious indeed,  cried  the  serjeant,  I  see  you 
have  been  in  the  army  already.  But 
come  with  us,  my  brave  lad,  you  shall 
live  well,  have  little  to  do,  but  now  and 
then  fight  for  your  country,  as  every  gen- 
tleman ought ;  and  in  a  short  time,  I 
don't  doubt  but  I  shall  see  you  a  captain, 
or  some  great  man,  rolling  in  wealth. 
No,  captain,  that  will  never  do — no 
tricks  upon  travellers — I  know  better 
what  I  have  to  expect  if  I  enlist — I  must 
lie  hard,  live  hard,  expose  my  life  and 
limbs  every  hour  of  the  day,  and  be  sound- 
ly cudgelled  every  now  and  then  in  the 
bargain." — "O'pus,"  cried  the  Serjeant, 
"  where  did  the  young  dog  pick  up  all 
this?  He  is  enough  to  make  a  whole  com- 
pany desert." — "  No,"  said  Jack,  "they 
shall  never  desert  through  me  ;  for  though 
I  know7  this,  as  I  am  at  present  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  have  a  great  respect  for 
the  amiable  character  of  a  gentleronn  sol- 
dier, I  will  enlist  directly  in  your  regiment. 
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"  A  brave  fellow,  indeed,  said  the  ser- 
jeant ;  "  here,  my  boy,  here  is  your  mo- 
ney and  your  cockade  :"  both  which  he 
directly  presented,  for  fear  his  recruit 
should  change  his  mind  ;  and  thus  in  a 
moment  little  Jack  became  a  soldier. 

He  had  scarcely  time  to  feel  himself 
easy  in  his  accoutrements  before  he  was 
embarked  for  India  in  the  character  of  a 
marine,  and  he  had  not  been  embarked 
many  weeks,  before  he  was  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  duty  of  a  sailor, 
It  happened  that  the  ship  in  which  he 
sailed,  touched  at  the  Cormo  islands,  in 
order  to  take  in  wood  and  water :  these 
are  some  little  islands  near  the  coast  of 
Africa,  inhabited  by  blacks.  It  hap- 
pened that  one  of  the  officers  whom 
Jack  was  attending  upon  a  shooting 
party,  took  aim  at  some  great  bird,  and 
brought  it  down ;  but  as  it  fell  into  a 
deep  valley,  over  some  rocks  which  it 
was  imposible  to  descend,  they  despaired 
of  gaining  their  prey.  Jack,  immedi- 
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ately,  with  officious  haster  ran  off,  and 
ran  down  the  more  level  side  of  the 
hill,  thinking  to  make  a  circuit  and 
reach  the  valley  into  which  the  bird  had 
fallen.  He  set  off,  therefore,  but  in  a 
short  time  lost  himself  in  the  wood.  At 
length  the  night  approached,  when  Jack 
lay  down  under  a  rock,  and  composed 
himself  to  rest  as  well  as  he  was  able. 
The  next  day  he  arose  with  the  light, 
and  ence  more  attempted  to  regain  the 
shore. 

But  unfortunately  he  had  totally  lost 
all  idea  of  the  direction  he  ought  to  pur- 
sue, and  saw  nothing  around  him  but 
the  dismal  prospect  of  woods,  hills,  and 
precipices,  without  a  guide  or  path.  On 
the  third  day,  he  indeed  came  in  sight 
of  the  sea,  but  found  he  was  quite  on  a 
different  side  of  the  island  from  that 
where  he  had  left  the  ship,  and  that 
neither  ship  nor  boat  was  to  be  seen, 
Jack  now  lost  all  hopes  of  rejoining  his 
comrades,  for  he  knew  the  ship  wa^  to 
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sail  at  farthest  upon  the  third  day,  and 
would  not  wait  for  him.  He  then 
thought  of  seeking  out  the  natives,  and 
making  known  to  them  his  deplorable' 
state,  but  he  began  to  fear  the  reception 
he  might  meet  with  among  them.  They 
might  not  be  pleased,  he  thought,  with 
his  company,  and  might  take  the  liberty 
of  treating  him  as  the  white  men  gene- 
rally treat  the  blacks  when  they  get  them 
into  their  possession,  that  is,  make  him 
work  hard  with  very  little  victuals,  and 
knock  him  on  the  head  if  he  attempted 
to  run  away.  He  used  several  times  a 
day  to  visit  the  shore,  in  hopes  that  some 
ship  might  pass  that  way  and  deliver 
him  from  his  solitary  imprisonment. 
This  at  length  happened,  by  the  boat 
of  an  English  ship,  that  was  sailing  to 
India,  happening  to  touch  upon  the 
coast;  Jack  instantly  hailed  the  crew, 
and  the  officer,  upon  hearing  the  story, 
agreed  to  receive  him. 
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Jack  arrived  in  India  without  any 
accident,  and  soon  distinguishing  him- 
self by  his  courage  and  good  behaviour ; 
and  before  long  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  a  serjeant.  The  little  army  in  which 
he  served  now  marched  on  for  several 
weeks,  through  a  burning  climate,  and 
in  want  of  all  the  necessaries'  of  life.  At 
length,  they  entered  upon  some  exten- 
sive plains,  which  bordered  upon  the 
celebrated  country  of  the  Tartars  known 
to  be  some  of  the  best  horsemen  in  the 
world.  After  some  farther  marching, 
they  were  alarmed  by  the  approach  of 
a  considerable  body  of  Tartar  horse- 
men. They,  however,  drew  up  with 
all  the  order  they  were  able,  and  firing 
several  successive  vollics,  endeavoured 
to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance.  Their 
exertions,  however,  were  all  in  vain, 
for  they  were  soon  obliged  to  capitulate 
with  the  Tartars,  upon  condition  of 
delivering  up  their  arms,  and  leaving  n 
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certain  number  as  hostages  among  whom 
Jack  happened  to  be  included. 

The  Tartars,  among  whom  Jack  was 
now  to  reside,  constituted  several  tribes, 
or  nations,  which  inhabit  an  immense 
extent  of  country  both  in  Europe  and 
Asia.  All  their  property  consists  of 
herds  of  cattle,  which  they  drive  along 
with  them  from  place  to  place  ;  and 
upon  whose  milk  and  flesh  they  sub- 
sist. 

It  happened  that  a  favourite  horse  of 
the  chief  was  taken  with  a  violent  fever, 
and  seemed  to  be  in  immediate  danger 
of  death.  The  kan,  for  so  he  is  called 
among  the  Tartars,  seeing  his  horse 
grow  hourly  worse,  at  length  applied  to 
the  Europeans,  to  know  if  they  could 
suggest  any  thing  for  his  recovery. 
Jack  rinding  the  animal  was  in  a  high 
fever,  he  proposed  to  bleed  him,  and 
giving  him  a  warm  potion,  left  him 
quiet.  In  a  few  hours  the  horse  began 
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to  mend,  and  to  the  great  joy  of  the  kan, 
perfectly  recovered  in  a  few  days.  The 
kan  conceived  so  great  an  affection  for 
Jack,  that  he  gave  him  an  excellent 
horse  to  ride  upon,  and  attend  him  in 
his  hunting  parties ;  and  Jack  who 
excelled  in  the  art  of  horsemanship, 
managed  him  so  well  as  to  gain  the  es- 
teem of  the  whole  nation. 

Now  an  ambasador  arrived  from  the 
English   settlements  with   an  account 
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that  all  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  had' 
been  performed,  and  demanding  the 
restitution  of  the  prisoners.  The  Tar- 
tar chief  was  too  much  a  man  of  honor 
to  delay  an  instant,  and  they  were  all 
restored. 

Jack  arrived  without  any  accident  at 
the  English  settlements,  and  selling  his 
skins  and  horses  which  the  kan  had 
made  him  a  present  of,  found  himself 
in  possession  of  a  moderate  sum  of 
money.  He  now  began  to  have  a  de- 
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sire  to  return  to  England,  and  one  of 
the  officers,  who  had  often  been  obliged 
to  him  during  his  captivity,  procured 
him  a  discharge.  He  embarked  there- 
fore, with  all  his  property,  on  board  a 
ship  which  was  returning  home,  and 
in  a  few  months  was  safely  landed  in 
Plymouth. 


